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On January 16, 1949, Channel 9, then a new CBS 
network affiliate, began its first official broadcast. Four 
days later, President Harry S. Truman made history as 
the first American president to give a live, televised 
inaugural address. Of course, that speech was carried by 
WOIC -TV Channel 9. 

History of W*USA 9

Since that time, a lot has changed.  Weôve had several sets of call letters (WOIC, 
WTOP, WDVM and W*USA 9) and Washington has grown from a small television 
market to one of the top ten markets in the country. Some of the most revered 
names in the business have shared desks here at W*USA 9 - Walter Cronkite, Sam 
Donaldson, Arthur Godfrey, Max Robinson, Eric Sevareid, Howard K. Smith and 
Roger Mudd. W*USA 9 is now part of Gannett Co., Inc., a leading international 
news and information company that publishes 101 daily newspapers in the US, 
including USA TODAY, the nationôs largest selling daily newspaper.  The company 
also owns more than 750 non -daily publications in the US and USA WEEKEND, a 
weekly newspaper magazine.   Gannett subsidiary Newsquest is the United 
Kingdomôs second largest regional newspaper company.  Newsquest publishes more 
than 300 titles, including 17 daily newspapers and a network of prize -winning Web 
sites.  Gannett also operates 21 Television stations in the United States and is an 
Internet leader with sites sponsored by its TV stations and newspapers, including 
USA TODAY.com, one of the most popular news sites on the web.   

The one constant throughout W*USA 9's 50 years of history in Washington has 
been our commitment to serve the local community. Part of that commitment is 
evident in our long -standing leadership in local news. W*USA 9 was the first 
station with a 12 Noon newscast, the first at 5:00 pm, 4:00 pm, 6:00 am, 5:30 am, 
5:00 am and 7pm.  On Monday, May 2, 2005, at 11pm, W*USA 9 was the first 
television station in Washington, DC and the sixth in the nation to present its local 
live newscasts in High Definition.  Viewers are able to experience the difference of 
this technological advancement in all of W*USA 9ôsmore than 35 hours of local 
news each week.

Additionally, WUSA9.com was the first local broadcast station website to offer 
streaming video for local news as well as the first station to offer video news to be 
downloaded to computers, laptops and mp3 players.

Other ways W*USA 9 serves our local community are the "9 Helps" efforts to 
provide direct services to people in need.  Buddy Check9, a breast cancer awareness 
and prevention campaign, the annual broadcast of the Children's Miracle Network 
Telethon, the Susan G Komen Race for the Cure. 

We are determined to provide the best local news and information possible in a 
way that serves the interests and the needs of our viewers. 
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Washington, DC Designated Market Area

Household and Penetration Estimates:

DMA TV Households:      2,308,290

Black 24.2%

Hispanic 7.4%

Cable 63%

ADS (Satellite) 29%

Source: November 2007 LPM

Persons 2+ 5,848,000

Persons 18+ 4,511,000

Persons 18 -49      2,758,000

Persons 25 -54      2,677,000

Persons 35 -64      2,547,000

Kids 2 -11 840,000

Teens 12 -17 498,000

The Washington, DC DMA is the ninth 
largest market in the United States.  With 
2,308,290 households and 5,848,000 
people, the Washington market covers 34 
counties over four states and the District 
of Columbia .

COUNTY TV HHôs

Washington, DC 255,410

Maryland

Allegany 28,000

Calvert 31,100

Charles 50,580

Frederick 81,880

Montgomery 346,750

Prince Georgeôs298,310

St. Maryôs36,430

Washington 55,140

Virginia

Arlington 152,130

Clarke 5,960

Culpeper 16,900

Fairfax 385,550

Fauquier 24,300

Frederick 38,810

King George 8,350

Loudoun 100,640

Page 9,950

Prince William 145,470

Rappahannock 2,670

Shenandoah 16,820

Spotsylvania 52,730

Stafford 40,650

Warren 13,690

Westmoreland 6,920

Pennsylvania

Fulton 5,920

West Virginia

Berkeley 40,480

Grant 4,830

Hampshire 8,900

Hardy 5,510

Jefferson 20,180

Mineral 10,630

Morgan 6,650

Source:  NSI, Jan 2008
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In Washington youôll find...

4th Best metro area to live in North 

America, according to Forbes Magazine.

#1 Metro area to live in Northeast, according 

to Forbes Magazine.

Fortune Magazine top ten ranking for Best 

cities to balance work and family life.

#2 Average HH Effective Buying Income in 

the country, with the DMAôs households 

averaging a $50,619 EBI, according to the 

Survey of Buying Power.

Washington DMA Profile

Category % Index*

Income

HHI $50-74,999    19.8    102    

HHI $75-99,999    14.6    129

HHI $100,000+     28.0    179

Education

College 4+ years   38.5   158

Occupation

Professional 36.3   136

Administrative      19.2   131

Source:  2005 Lifestyle Market Analyst

*  Index to U.S. population  

With a population of over 5 million 

youôll find Washingtonians: 

Å Well educated, with the largest 

percentage of adults (19%) with 

an advanced degree

ÅWell educated, with over 40% of 

the market having at least a 

college degree

Å Affluent, with #2 Average 

Effective Buying Income in the 

U.S., $50,619

ÅAffluent, with the lowest 

unemployment rate in the country 

(3.3% and decreasing)

Å Professional/White Collar:

52% of the market.

The Washington DMA

Home of the Nationõs Capital

Washington Market Facts:
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TODD McDERMOTT
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor

Todd McDermott joined the W*USA 9 team as the 6pm and 11pm co-anchor in 
September 2004. Todd is a 20-year television news veteran, and before joining
W*USA 9 , he was with WCBS-TV since 2000, where he co-anchored the 5pm, 5am
and weekend evening news. He also served as an occasional host and anchor for 

the CBS Early Show and the CBS Morning News. 
McDermott received the 2002 Associated Press Broadcastersô Association First

Place Award for General Excellence in Individual Reporting for his work following the 
9/11 attacks. His 9/11 anchor coverage was carried nationally by CBS stations, and he also anchored the 
CBS Networkôs Saturday Early Show days after the attack. 

Prior to New York, McDermott was with WMAR-TV, the ABC affiliate in Baltimore, where he was twice 
nominated for an National Capital/Chesapeake Bay Chapter Emmy in the Best Anchor category including a 
nomination for his coverage of President Clintonôs impeachment hearings.

Prior to WMAR, McDermott worked at KSNW-TV, the NBC affiliate in Wichita, KS, where in 1997 he 
received the Edward R. Murrow Award for "A Common Thread," a thirty minute special on AIDS. He also 
worked at KSNF-TV, the NBC affiliate in Joplin, MO, and WBFO, the Public Radio station in Buffalo, NY. 

Todd is a Buffalo native and has a Bachelors of Arts degree in Political Science from Canisius College in 
Buffalo. He is the proud father of two children. 

LESLI FOSTER
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor

Lesli Foster is an Emmy award -winning journalist who co -anchors 
the W*USA 9 6pm and 11pm newscasts. Lesli joined W*USA 9 in 2001, and 
has covered everything from the aftermath of the September 11th terrorist attack on 

the Pentagon, to the 40th Anniversary of the March on Washington, to the Serial Sniper story, to Chandra 
Levyôs disappearance and murder, to HIV/AIDS and the "Down-Low."
Lesli is a featured journalist in the book, "Women Journalists at Ground Zero," by Judith Sylvester and 
Suzanne Huffman, which documents the personal experiences of 24 female journalists who covered 
September 11th. 

Prior to joining W*USA 9, Lesli was a reporter for WBAL-TV, where she was named Best TV-News 
Personality by Baltimore's City Paper. She began her career in her native Michigan, where she was a 
weekend anchor and reporter for WEYI-TV, an NBC affiliate in Flint, Michigan.

A graduate of DC's Howard University, Lesli gives her time to many causes and organizations throughout 
the metropolitan Washington, DC area. Journalism, she says, is her life's work, and an essential way to 
make a difference in the lives of people. 

http://www.wusa9.com/company/bios/bio.aspx?storyid=33428
http://www.wusa9.com/company/bios/bio.aspx?storyid=37271


DEREK McGINTY
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor: 5pm, 7pm
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Derek McGinty is the weekday co-anchor for 9 NEWS NOW at 5pm and  9 NEWS NOW at 
7pm. From March 2001 to June 2003, he was co-anchor of ABC NEWSô overnight broadcast, 
World News Now, and anchor of World News This Morning. Additionally, Derek was a 
correspondent for "HBO's Real Sports" for 4 years. Prior to joining ABC, McGinty worked for 
two years as a reporter and anchor for WJLA. Before that, he was a correspondent for the 

nationally broadcast program, "Public Eye with Bryant Gumbel" on CBS. 
McGinty previously hosted the nationally broadcast "Straight Talk with Derek McGinty" for PBS. At WETA, 

he had a similar role for the station's Emmy -nominated "Here and Now," a weekly half -hour local program 
focusing on issues, events, and people in metropolitan Washington, DC.

From 1991 to 1998, Derek became increasingly popular on a nationwide basis with "The Derek McGinty 
Show" on WAMU. His guests have included DC Mayor Marion Barry; former Secretary of State James Baker; 
former House Speaker Newt Gingrich; jazz musician Wynton Marsalis; rapper Ice-T; and author Robert 
Ludlum. In 1994, the show received the highest programming honor in public radio, when it won the Gold 
Award for Public Affairs Programming from the Corporation of Public Broadcasting.

Prior to his work at WAMU, McGinty co-hosted "The Daily Drum," a news and interview program covering 
local politics on WHUR-FM. Derek was a reporter/editor for UPI's Washington metro desk and a news editor 
at WTOP radio. He began his professional career as a desk assistant for ABC Radio News in the Washington 
bureau. Articles by McGinty have appeared in The New York Times; The Washington Post; The New York 
Daily News; and Washingtonian Magazine. 

A native of Washington, DC, Derek is a graduate of American University, where he received a
bachelor's degree in communications.

One of Washington's most respected and durable broadcast journalists 
and the DC market's first female news anchor, Emmy Award winner JC Hayward 
currently anchors 9 NEWS NOW at Noon and co-produces weekly "JC and Friends" 
features that air on the station's 5pm newscast. She was promoted to Vice President 
for Media Outreach in April 2006. Her new role is a valuable opportunity for W*USA 9 

NEWS NOW to increase both JC's and the stationôs visibility as active participants in the life of the 
communities the station serves in DC, Maryland and Virginia. 

In June 1995, JC was awarded the prestigious Board of Governors Award, a local Emmy given for 
"truly outstanding achievement and unique accomplishment of duration and durability."

JC has interviewed many national and international figures, including Nancy Reagan, Maya Angelou, 
and Luciano Pavarotti. She also covered Nelson Mandela's U.S. visit, reporting from Boston, Atlanta, and 
Miami. She co-hosted Channel 9's "Every Woman," a daily one-hour talk show that was syndicated in 
four markets.

JC devotes time to various community organizations and projects, serving as past Vice-President, Boys 
and Girls Club of Greater Washington; Board Member, Legal Defense Fund of the NAACP; Board Member, 
Summer Opera Theatre Company; Board Member, United Black Fund; and Board Member, Montgomery 
County, Maryland's Hospice Caring. In 1995, JC received the Dr. Edward C. Mazique Memorial Award for 
her support of the Greater Washington Boys and Girls Clubs. 

JC HAYWARD
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor: 12Noon, 

Vice President for Media Outreach

http://www.wusa9.com/company/bios/bio.aspx?storyid=37268
http://www.wusa9.com/company/bios/bio.aspx?storyid=37263


ANDREA ROANE
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor: 5am, 5:30am, 6am, 9am

MIKE WALTER
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor: 5am, 5:30am, 6am, 9am
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Andrea Roane recently celebrated her 25th year with W*USA 9 , a tremendous 
achievement.  She currently co-anchors 9 NEWS NOW from 5-7am with Mike Walter, and is 
solo anchor of 9 NEWS NOW at 9am. 
In her career, Andrea has covered a wealth of hard news stories, from politics, the arts, 

education and sports to women's health issues. Andrea has interviewed newsmakers, entertainers, and 
politicians including Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Hillary Rodham Clinton, former Defense Secretary William 
Cohen, David Rockefeller, Michael J. Fox, Danny Glover, Magic Johnson and author Mary Higgins Clarke. She 
covered the 1996 Republican and Democratic conventions and the 1988 GOP convention.

Andrea co-chairs the Kennedy Center Community and Friends Board and is a board member of the National 
Museum of Women In The Arts. She is also a member of the Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation 
Board; the Howard University Hospital Cancer Advisory Board; the National Catholic Education Association 
Board and a Trustee of the Catholic University of America. Andrea is a member of the Sovereign Military Order 
of Malta (Federal Association); the Women's Forum of Washington. She is a lifetime member of both the 
NAACP and the National Council of Negro Women 

Anita Brikman joined 9 NEWS NOW in January of 2008 as co-anchor of the weekday 5pm 
and 7pm newscasts with Derek McGinty. Anita will also spearhead the new 9 NEWS NOW 

Health team that will launch in early 2008, covering major health issues that affect 
Washington-area residents. She brings over twelve years of health news experience to 9 

NEWS NOWôs health unit. 
Ms. Brikman came to 9 NEWS NOW from WPVI-TV, the ABC affiliate in Philadelphia, where she began in 
1994 as their featured medical reporter, and shortly after joining the station also assumed various news 
anchor duties. Among other assignments, she traveled to Indonesia following the disastrous tsunami to 

chronicle a medical relief mission undertaken by American physicians. Before WPVI, Anita worked at WKEF-
TV in Dayton, Ohio where she was the 6 & 11pm anchor. She has also put in stints at various radio and 

television stations in Indiana and Ohio. 
A graduate of Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, Ms. Brikman is a member of Phi Beta Kappa fraternity. She 

graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mass Communications.

ANITA BRIKMAN
W*USA 9 NEWS NOW Anchor: 5pm, 7pm

Four-time Emmy Award winner Mike Walter is weekday co-anchor for the 
morning edition of 9 NEWS NOW. The program was honored as the Best 
Morning Newscast in Washington in 2005. 

Mike covered the 2000 Presidential conventions, the Timothy McVeigh execution and the presidential vote 
recount in Florida. He gave an eyewitness account of the September 11, 2001, attack on the Pentagon from the 
scene. Mike's reporting on the tragedy was carried on all of the major networks. He was interviewed by the BBC 
for the documentary ñClear the Skies.ò  He is also a key contributing writer to two books on the terrorist 
attacks: "Covering Catastrophe" and "Broadcasting through Crisis." 

In August 2005, Mike became the only broadcast journalist from North America to be chosen as a recipient for 
the 2005 Ochberg Fellowship for his reporting. Mike has the rare distinction of writing in every medium, in 
addition to his work on the two books, his writing for TV has earned him an Emmy, he has also written in print 
and radio. 

http://www.wusa9.com/company/bios/bio.aspx?storyid=37259
http://www.wusa9.com/company/bios/bio.aspx?storyid=37274


BRUCE JOHNSON
W*USA 9 Anchor: Weekends 6pm, 11pm

During his 30-year career at W*USA 9 , Johnson has earned a reputation as one of the 
nationôs best urban affairs and investigative journalists. In 2003, Bruce Johnson was voted 
into the Society of Professional Journalistsô (SPJ) "Hall of Fame." 

Bruce has won 18 Emmys for his reporting and special assignments, the ñTed Yates Award,ò Washington 
broadcast journalism's highest honor, the Associated Press first place honors, and the Capitol Press Club has 
twice awarded him its highest award. The Washington, D.C., City Council unanimously honored Bruce for his 
years of professional work and community service.  His civic and public service awards number in the hundreds.

Working on special assignment for W*USA, Johnson has covered stories in Rome, Moscow, Paris, Stockholm, 
Budapest, Bangkok, Tokyo, Dakar and Haiti. Bruce is recognized in Washington as an expert on city 
government and politics for his Mayoral and City Council coverage. Some of his finest reporting has come from 
inner city communities, where residents struggle with a complex compendium of social and economic issues. 

In 1992, while on assignment, Bruce suffered a massive heart attack, his recovery of which he documented 
on videotape leading to a nationally acclaimed series of reports on cardiovascular disease. Years later and after 
extensive training, Bruce completed the Marine Corp Marathon. He continues to be an avid runner.

Johnson has several print articles to his credit. He is currently at work on a book about the father he never 
knew and the men who stepped into the void to make a difference in his life.  Bruce began his career at WCPO-
TV in Cincinnati, Ohio. He has an undergraduate degree in Political Science from Northern Kentucky State 
University and a Master's degree in Public Affairs (MPA) from the University of Cincinnati.

JENNIFER RYAN
W*USA 9 Anchor: Weekend Morning News

Jennifer Ryan is the co-anchor for the 9 NEWS Now weekend evening newscasts. She is 
a six time Emmy Award winning journalist. Her work has been recognized by the National  
Capital Region, the Rocky Mountain Region, the Associated Press, and the Milwaukee 
Press Association for excellence in journalism.

Ryan joined 9 News in 1998 to launch an Investigative unit. Her role evolved to include covering spot 
news, anchoring and 9 Health reporting. Prior to W*USA 9 Jennifer was an anchor/reporter for KNXV-
Phoenix, Arizona. She was also an anchor and consumer investigative reporter for WBAY-Green Bay, 
Wisconsin and a writer/special projects producer at KTVK- Phoenix, Arizona

Ryan is the primary health reporter for 9 News. She recently took viewers live inside the operating room to 
watch doctors perform some of the latest breakthroughs in heart, vascular and brain surgery. Jennifer 
documented how technology is helping our American soldiers restore and rebuild their bodies after 
amputations, burns and paralysis at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center. She regularly does in depth 
reports on women and heart disease, infertility, non -surgical weight loss and gastric bypass. 

Ryan is graduate with a Bachelor of Arts from Northern Arizona University. Her concentration was 
Journalism.

Jennifer enjoys travel and the outdoors. She is active through scuba diving, skiing, hiking, kayaking and 
mountain biking. She enjoys time with her family exploring entomology; she grew up camping and collecting 
butterflies and insects, which she now has made a family hobby. Her family has also shared their home with 
a menagerie of critters including horses, rabbits, cats and dogs. Jennifer also enjoys volunteering with 
Habitat for Humanity and is involved with local churches, schools, law enforcement, local hospitals,
and the Northern Virginia Family Services.
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